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The Facts and Figures




. ‘%Jonnstown
Our HIStory I T @LL BEGINSHER E
* Serving the community for over 115 years

* An original Carnegie Library

* Pact with Carnegie is the community’s
commitment to provide on-going funding

* Currently chartered as a municipal library
— Financially—a department of the City

— Governance—Trustees are appointed by City and
are independently responsible for the Library’s
governance
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We're central to the community.
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OUR ACTMIY FOR 2017

6,100
73'141 PUBLIC COMPUTER 77'256

LIBRARY VISITS WIRE&Q Esens ITEMS CIRCULATED

1326 PFQPLE TOTAL VALE ofLibrary R T
attende programs and services: 55 92 HETUBN
e $1 645,948 ON INVESTMENT
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Funding Has Been Stagnant

Library Funding from
the City of Johnstown

$314,000.00
$298,100.00

$278,100.00 $278,100.00

2015 2016 2017 2018
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 The Library appreciates the support it gets from
the City

* The City’s finances have become strained under
the state’s tax cap and the Library can no longer
operate and fulfill our promise to the community
with unstable funding

e The Board of Trustees has decided to ask the
voters of the school district to create a library
district that shares the school district’s boundaries

* Johnstown would become a school district public
library



Whatisa A, Jomsionn
School District Public Library? T sres wen

* A funding option for public libraries that allows
the public to vote on the Library’s budget as
well as elect trustees

 There are over 150 school district public
libraries in New York State
— Locally: Gloversville and Northville

e Voters in the school district will vote whether
or not to create the library district



What a School District AJohnstown
Public Library Isn’t A

Not owned by the school district

Does not replace public school libraries

Library employees are not school district
employees

Library’s budget is not part of the school
district’s budget

Library does not take any of the school district
funding
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* |t will provide stable, sustainable community-
nased funding for the Library

* |f approved, the Library will get the base
amount it is asking for--$396,528—until it puts
a new annual budget before the voters

* The voters also get to elect trustees to
represent them
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School District Community | Cost per $1,000 of assessed | Cost to a home assessed at
value $75,000

City of Johnstown 70 cents per $1,000 $52.50
Town of Johnstown $1.00 per $1,000 $75.00
Town of Ephratah 95 cents per $1,000 §71.25
Town of Palatine $1.20 per $1,000 S90,00
City of Gloversville 70 cents per $1,000 S$52.50

Presently, City of Johnstown taxpayers pay 30 cents per 51,000 of assessed value out of
their City taxes to support the Library. Whether the City’s taxes decrease by this amount
depends on whether the Common Council votes to override the tax cap. If there is no
override, city taxpayers, with a home assessed at 575,000, would see a decrease of
$22.50 in their City taxes which would offset the Library’s community-based funding.
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Number of taxable parcels in School District

Town of Palatine, 23, City of Gloversville, 32,
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How The Funding Breaks Down  AARbic lbrary
Library's
Community-
Based Funding.
Johnstown Public Library's Share 2%

All other taxes paid--either
City or Town residents,
98%
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e Expand children’s and
family programming to
accommodate a variety
of schedules

* Create robust
teen/tween services,
including the
exploration of a maker’s
space

e Offer more year-round
adult programming
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* Broaden the Library’s publicity and marketing
to better reach the community

* Expand popular materials purchasing

* Expand the On My Way to Kindergarten
program




If the Library District ‘%Johnstown
Is Not Established T seeis wene

e Severely cut hours
* Deep cuts to new materials purchases

e Patrons will have to wait longer for trained staff
to assist them

* Limit or completely cut all programming
e Ultimately, close the Library
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* The vote will take place on Tuesday, June 5t at
the Library from 12 noon to 9 p.m.

— The vote will be under the auspices of the school
district

 Absentee ballots are available. Contact the
school district clerk at (518) 762-4611 ext 1109.
for an application
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For More Information

e Go to www.Johnstown.fundourlibraries.org

* Call Library Director Erica Wing at
(518) 762-8317, ext. 25



